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Resume. - LTiolotype de Micracanthus marchei (Belontiidae), seul specimen connu de fespece, 
aurait etc capture dans le bassin de TQgooue ; de meme Tholotype du Tetraodontidae, Chone- 
rhinos afrkanus est suppose provenii du Zaire ou du bassin du Congo- Ces deux holotypes ont 
etc examines et reidentifies respectivement aux especes d’eau douce du Sud-est asiatique, Berta 
splendent et Chonerhinos modestus. Les localites-types africaines de M. marchei et C afrkanus 
sont evidcmmcnt des erreurs ; i] en resultc que la famille des Belontiidae (Anabantoidei) et le 
genre de letraodontidae Chonerhinos doivent etre elimines de la faune d’Afrique. 


Summary. - The holotypes and only known specimens of the belontiid Micracanthus marchei , 
supposed to have been collected in the Ogowe basin, and of the tetraodontid Chonerhinos 
ajrkanus, supposedly from the Zaire or Congo basin, have been examined and reidentified as 
the Southeast Asian freshwater species Berta splendent and Chonerhinos modestus. The African 
type-localities of M. marchei and C africanus evidently are erroneous ; the anabantoid family 
Belontiidae and tetraodontid genus Chonerhinos are therefore excluded from the ichthyofauna 
of Africa. 

Preparation of the section on Tetraodontidae for the forthcoming ''Checklist of the fresh¬ 
water Fishes of Africa” (CLOFFA), as well as of a revision of the tetraodontid genus 
Chonerhinos . provided the occasion for me to examine the hoiotype of Chonerhinos africanus 
1 also agreed to do a section on Belontiidae for CLOFFA, and thus was led to examine the 
hoiotype of Micracanthus marchei * the only belontjid reported from Africa. 

Micracanthus marchei 

The only known specimen of the otherwise exclusively Asian anabantoid Osh family 
Belontiidae reported from Africa is The 34,2-mm hoiotype of Micracanthus marchei Sauvage, 
1878, supposedly collected at Doume, Ogowe basin, Gabon. I have examined the hoiotype 
and identify it as the Siamese fighting fish, Betta splendent Regan, 1910. It has 11*8 or 1-9 
dorsal-fin rays, about 111-24 anal-fin rays, 30 scales in the lateral series, and a well-preserved 
color pattern including marks on the scales and anal fin which are characteristic of & splendent. 
It is similar in all respects to a 38.8-mm specimen of B. splendens from Bangkok. Thailand 
(SU 24 133, formerly in the Natural History Museum, Stanford University, now in the California 
Academy of Sciences}. The hoiotype of M marchei presumably originated somewhere in 
Thailand or the Malay peninsula. It is deposited In the Museum national d'Histoire naturelle 
(Parts) and bears catalog number MNHN A.964. 

.Although a senior synonym of Betta splendens. Micracanthus marchei is a nearly unused 
name which has been applied only to the hoiotype with its erroneous locality data, while Betta 
splendent is one of the best-known scientific fish names of Southeast Asia. According to Art. 
23 of the Internationa] Code for Zoological Nomenclature, the Law of Priority is to be used to 
promote stability and is not intended to be used to upset a long-established name through 
introduction of an unused name which is its senior synonym. An author who considers that 
application of such an older name would disturb stability or universality or cause confusion 
is to maintain existing usage. Dearly in the present case Betta splendens should not be 
supplanted by Micracanthus marchei. 
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Mkracanthus Salvage, 1878 (type-species Micracanthus march ei Sauvage, 1878, by 
monotypy) (preoccupied by Micracanthm Swain son, 1839) and Oshimia Jordan, 1919, proposed 
as a replacement name for Mkracanthus Sauvage and thus automatically taking the same type- 
species, are junior subjective synonyms of Betta Bleeker, 1850 (type-species Berta trifasciata 
Bieeker, 185G S by original designation)* 

Chonerhinos africanus 

The otherwise exclusively Southeast Asian freshwater tetraodontid genus Chonerhinos is 
attributed to the freshwater ichthyofauna of Africa on the basis of a single specimen, the 
52.6-mm holotype of Chonerhinos africanus Bouiengex 1909. I have examined this specimen 
and find it identical with specimens of Chonerhinos modestus Bleeker, 1850, a species inhabi¬ 
ting rivers of Sumatra, Borneo, and perhaps Thailand. Presumed to be part of a collection made 
by E* Luja in the Sankuru River, Kasai, Congo basin in 1908, the hologype was deposited in 
the Luxemburg Museum and subsequently transferred to the Musee Royal de l'Afrique 
Centrale, Tervuren, where it bears catalog number RGMC 15306. 
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